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Minamata Disease is the typical case of pollution-caused damages in Japan. Caused by the chemical plant (Chisso Co.Ltd.), the environment was destroyed, damage to human health occurred and also the community received a strong influence. 
In 1956, the first Minamata Disease patient was reported as a patient suffering from neurological symptoms of unknown cause. 
Researchers of Kumamoto University investigated. The university reported that the disease is a certain type of heavy metal poisoning transmitted via fish and shellfish in 1956. However, Japanese Government did not agree. Because knowledge and experience about environmental pollution were not enough at that time and technology for analysis of very small amounts of chemical substances was insufficient. A great deal of time was required until the cause was made clear.
The importance of pollution problems came to be widely recognized in Japan, and measures for pollution developed drastically.

 After Minamata Disease, Japanese Government established Ministry of Environment in 1970.
 In this lecture, we will introduce history of Japanese pollution, especially focused on Minamata Disease. 
